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2 Chron 16:9 

1. Who will you live your life for? (Daniel 1) 

This is a critical question for you to wrestle with in your teens and 

early twenties because these are the most formative years of your 

life. Perhaps the best example I can set before you is that of Daniel.  

[Daniel 1:1-20] 

From a human perspective Daniel lived in very difficult times as a 

prisoner of war; deported to a foreign country under godless rule, 

learning a new language, receiving a foreign and pagan education, 

and even issued a foreign name. But from God’s perspective, He was 

raising Daniel up for such a time as this.  

From a human perspective Daniel faced tremendous pressure as his 

faith, values, and identity were severely challenged. But from God’s 

perspective he was purifying and preparing Daniel to be an 

influential man of God for the rest of his life.   

The key to Daniel’s life was the sovereign hand of God which raised 

him up and His divine favor that established his influence. Yet 

Daniel’s response to God was also critical.  

� Vs. 8: “Daniel made up his mind [NKJ—“purposed in 

his heart”] that he would not defile himself…” 

� Vs. 9: “God granted Daniel favor and compassion…” 

� Vs. 17: God have Daniel and his friends “knowledge and 

intelligence in every branch of literature and wisdom…” 

� Vs 20: “As for every matter of wisdom and 

understanding about which the king consulted them, he 

found them ten times better than all the magicians and 

conjurers who were in all his realm.”  

Following the wisdom of God’s Word gave these boys an advantage over the 

secular humanism and scientific materialism that opposed their religious 

views and values.  

Life Principle: It’s more important to live under the favor of God 

than all the favor of men. When God’s favor is upon you, He will 

give you favor with the right people at the right time. But what about 

those times when you are rejected by the world? God’s favor will 

equip you with the grace, wisdom, and courage you need to succeed 

in uncompromising loyalty to God.  

Not every Christian will be endowed with the giftedness of Daniel and his 

friends, but all of us can walk under the favor of God by making it our 

ambition to please Him in all things by purposing in our hearts to obey Him 

even in the small things. It was a determination to obey God in the daily 

matters of food that prepared Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to be 

faithful in the firey furnace.  

The big question that our graduates are being asked is, “So what are you 

doing to do?” But the most essential question not what will you do but who 

you will do it for? For example:  

• Will you be an artist or musician in pursuit of your own glory or 

God’s as reflection of the greatest artist and composer?  

• Will you be a doctor or nurse who practices medicine for your own 

gain and the general good of people, or for the glory of God, the 

Great physician?  

• Will you teach or do accounting or law as a career or as an 

opportunity to influence people for eternity?  

We need godly young men and women devoted to Christ in every sphere of 

culture. I challenge you today, to purpose in your heart to be pleasing to the 

Lord (2 Cor. 5:9).  

You must carefully define what true success is. What is success? 

� More money or greater contentment? 

� Bigger house or a healthy marriage? 



� Children who are intellectually advanced and athletically gifted or 

kids to love God and excel in character? 

� Impressive career or a life of influence in what matters most? 

� Living a relatively trouble-free life or having the wisdom to handle 

suffering well? 

� What you do or who you become? 

Loyalty to God is the truest measure of success. “The cross [is] is the 

ultimate symbol of success”
1
 where Jesus devoted utter allegiance to the 

Father, pleasing Him at all cost.  

� Will you be a Daniel in your day? Perhaps God is calling you for 

such a time as this.  

� Will you purpose in your heart and mind to please the Lord, refusing 

to defile yourself, even when the risk seems high? 

� Will you live your life as though the favor of God is more important 

that the favor of men?  

 

2. Who will you spend your life with? (Hebrews 13:4) 

Next to treasuring Christ, the most important decision you will make 

in your life is who you will marry (unless God has called you to 

singleness).  

Heb 13:4a—“Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the 

marriage bed is to be undefiled…” 

This verse applies not only to married couples. It applies to those 

who are not yet married. It’s not just about keeping marriage pure; 

but entering marriage with purity. 

In the midst of this over-sensualized world, I urge you guard your 

heart and your minds against any form of sexual immorality. 

Marriage and sexuality are meant to be a rich and wholesome 

blessing but it can easily be spoiled if not guarded carefully.  

                                                           
1
 Kent Hughes, “Liberating Ministry from the Success Syndrome” p. 50. 

In this season of life, your mind and hormones are like a wild stallion 

who needs to be trained and disciplined; who needs boundaries. I can 

assure you that its much better to keep the horse in the fence than to 

attempt to round him up again once he has run wild.  

Preoccupy your heart with that which is pure:  

� Ps 119:9, 11: “How can a young man keep his way pure? By 

keeping it according to Your word…Your word I have 

treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against you.” 

� Ps 119:165: “Those who love Your law have great peace and 

nothing causes them to stumble.”  

Purpose in your heart a godly plan for marriage:  

 

IT IS BETTER NOT TO MARRY THAN TO MARRY AMISS. 

 

Here are some essentials I would urge you to look for in a mate: 

 

� Spiritual compatibility: marry “only in the Lord” (1 Cor 

7:9). Being equally yoked means that if you are a genuine 

Christian, you marry a genuine Christian—not just someone 

who says that they are a Christian but someone who loves 

God with all their heart and who’s values, passions, and 

dreams are aligned with yours. 

L.P.: “He who loves God most, loves his spouse best”—Dean Johnson. 

 

� Humility—look for a spouse who displays genuine humility 

because humility is the essential element in every other 

godly virtue. L. P.: Humble people are safe people.  

 

� Honor: (cf. 1 Peter 3:7) 

--Prov. 18:12—“before honor comes humility.” If you  

  want to marry an honorable man, marry a humble man.  

--Prov. 11:16—“a gracious woman attains honor” If you  

  want to marry an honorable woman, marry a gracious 

  woman.  

--HINT: Honor begins with parents.  

 



Eph 6:2--“Honor your father and mother (which is the  

first commandment with a promise, that it may be well  with 

you, and that you may live long on the earth. If you want to 

marry into a blessing, look for a spouse who honors his/her 

parents.  

   

� Servanthood—When you put together humility and honor, 

the result is servanthood. True Christlikeness can’t exist 

without it and marriages don’t flourish without it. Develop it 

and look for it.  

 

Parents: Teach your children to serve. If you don’t instill in 

them the value of servanthood, they will struggle with 

discouragement or anger. A person who doesn’t serve will 

be self-focused and will grow frustrated when the world 

refuses to serve them. But if they learn to serve, they will be 

spared a multitude of anxieties.  

 

The fruit of a person’s life will not exceed their character 

(Prov. 31:31).  

 

Men: 

• Prov. 31:30—“Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, But a 

woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.” 

• I Peter 3:4—“And let not your adornment be merely external-- 

braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on 

dresses; but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the 

imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 

precious in the sight of God. 

• Modesty (speaks of character) 

Prov. 11:2—“As a ring of gold in a swine's snout, so is a 

beautiful woman who lacks discretion/modesty). 

1 Tim 2:9-10—“ Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves 

with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided 

hair and gold or pearls or costly garments; but rather by means 

of good works, as befits women making a claim to godliness. 

• Respect for authority (1 Peter 3:1, 5; Eph 5:22; I Cor. 11:10; 1 

Tim 2:12) 

 

 Women: 

• Prov. 19:19—If you rescue and angry man, you’ll only have to 

do it again. If you have to dance to his anger, don’t marry him 

(anger is a sign of self-centeredness).  

• Gentleness: “But flee from these things, you man of God; and 

pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and 

gentleness” (1 Tim 6:11). (power under control) 

• Look for a man who is ready to initiate spiritual leadership in 

your relationship which begins with a disciplined life in 

godliness—a man of the word, faith, accountability (Eph 5:23). 

• I Cor. 13:4-8—Get very familiar with the biblical virtues of love. 

If it’s not displayed before the wedding, it won’t suddenly 

appear after the wedding.  

 

Listen to other people if they warn you about the relationship you are 

pursuing. “You can cry now because you’ve lost him, or you can cry later 

because you’ve got him.” (Alistair Begg) 

 

The best thing you can do for a healthy marriage is to aggressively pursue 

spiritually maturity, because your nearness to God affects your character 

and character determines the quality of your relationships. You need the 

favor of God—do it His way! 

 

3. Who will you listen to throughout your life? (Psalm 1:1-3) 

Prov. 12:15—“The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is 

he who listens to counsel.” (cf. Prov. 11:14; 15:22).  

 
So who will you listen to? (in all the decisions of life) 

 

In this season of your life, God has given you parents as a means of wisdom. 

This is a difficult season of life for you to listen to them because you are 

learning to think more and more for yourself. Yet, you need the humility to 

attain wisdom which begins with hearing your father’s instruction and not 

forsaking your mother’s teaching (Prov. 1:8-9) as they lead you from the 

wisdom of God’s word.  

Yet I realize that your parents are not perfect nor will you always be able to 

lean on their advice.  



You must train yourself early in life to listen to the voice of God through His 

Word. His voice is the voice of truth that will lead you in the way of 

blessing. 

Psalm 1:1-3—“How blessed is the man who does not walk in the 

counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the 

seat of scoffers! 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in 

His law he meditates day and night. 3 And he will be like a tree 

firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its 

season, And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he 

prospers. 

 

Josh 1:8—“This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, 

but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful 

to do according to all that is written in it; for then you will make 

your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 

 
Success is determined by your loyalty to God and your loyalty to 

God is fueled by your delight in God’s word.  

 

How I pray that you will walk in the favor of God for your joy and 

God’s glory. Amen.  


